


State of the Border Roundtable
August 5th, 2019

Congressmen Chip Roy, Andy Biggs, and Michael Cloud will hold a roundtable

discussion with border and immigration officials in Edinburg, Texas following a border

tour of the Rio Grande Valley sector and visits to Customs and Border Patrol facilities in

McAllen, Texas. The roundtable will be held at the National Border Patrol Council’s

office in Edinburg and they will be joined by representatives from CBP and U.S.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), as well as members of the press.

When: August 5th from 2:00 – 4:00 PM
Where: 4279 Crosspoint Blvd, Edinburg, TX, 78539
Who: 

1. Congressman Chip Roy – represents the 21st Congressional District of Texas. He

serves on the Budget, Oversight, and Veterans Affairs committees and is the

Ranking Member of the Oversight Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Civil

Liberties. Roy’s district stretches from south Austin through the hill country to

downtown San Antonio. 

2. Congressman Andy Biggs – an Arizona native currently serving his second term

as the U.S. Representative for the 5th District of Arizona. Biggs is the Co-Chair of

the Border Security Caucus and is a member of the House Judiciary and Science,

Space, and Technology committees. 

3. Congressman Michael Cloud – represents the 27th District of Texas and serves on

the Oversight and Science, Space, and Technology committees. 

4  – Vice President at-large of the National Border Patrol Council. He

previously served as President of NBPC Local 2455, based in Laredo.

5.  – a retired Captain from the Texas Department of Public Safety’s

Intelligence and Counterterrorism Division, where he managed the daily

operations of the Texas Rangers, Border Security Operations Center.

6. Brandon Darby – director of Breitbart’s Border and Cartel Chronicles project.

Previously, Darby was an organizer in both Louisiana and Texas and served as a

campaign strategist for President Trump.

7.  – Assistant Special Agent in Charge with Homeland

Security Investigation  oversees all operational and

administrative activities for HSI for Hidalgo and Starr Counties.

Purpose: There is an escalating crisis at our border that continues to be

underfunded and largely ignored by elected officials. Though some progress has been

made, the Department of Homeland Security is still overwhelmed in the face of an influx

of migrants attempting to illegally enter the country and a lack of badly needed

resources, personnel, and facilities. Due to Congress’ failure to close loopholes in

existing law, cartels are exploiting our broken system to exploit vulnerable women and

children every day. We hope to continue to shed light on the efforts of the men and

women of DHS to keep our nation secure and look forward to working with experts and

officials to propose policy changes to address the impact of drug cartels and traffickers

who have seized operational control of our nation’s border. 
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A reporter with Breitbart also just showed up at MCS and requested to be included in the


briefing this morning, to which I declined as it was not coordinated with our office nor OPA.


(Pic attached)


I will follow your lead on allowing the Reporter to become apart of the tour.


I’ve also added a document which highlights a Roundtable Discussion that the Congressman are


hosting this afternoon here in McAllen at 2pm. Chi  may be invited to attend. ICE HSI


ASA  has been invited to attend.
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Brian Kolfage from “We Build The Wall” says that DHS gave its blessing because the group didn’t

want to build on a site where DHS was already going to build a wall. Can you confirm that account?


Was the wall needed in that area?


Does CBP anticipate that it will help stop drug and human smuggling?


I realize it is on private property but since it is on the border does it require any special authorization

from CBP or DHS?


BUT the organization is claiming they will turn over responsibility of the barrier and its surveillance

over to Border Patrol, Will Border Patrol accept it ? If not will they, allow a private group to monitor the

area ?


Before the barrier was built, was this an area that Border Patrol has monitored in the past ?


Steve Bannon told CNN that Border Patrol told the group that the stretch of private wall is among the

most important points.


Does DHS have comment on the construction? And has DHS ever been in contact with the group

over the wall?


Leaders of We Build the Wall, the group funding the private construction project, have said that this

particular area of the El Paso border sector was selected based on input from Border Patrol officials.

Can you confirm whether this is accurate?


The group's leaders have also stated that control of sensors on the privately-constructed wall will be

handed off to U.S Border Patrol. Can you confirm this and any other details of an agreement

regarding USBP use and control of the privately-funded fencing?


There have been conflicting reports about the length of the new steel fencing in Sunland Park (some

say it extends a full mile, others say half a mile) and the time frame in which it's been constructed.

Can you tell me the exact length of the gap in the existing U.S. government border fencing near

Mount Cristo Rey?


Also, can you confirm whether construction of new fencing in this area was completed over the

weekend or if it's still ongoing?


We Build The Wall, a group that is building privately-funded wall on the U.S. southern border, is

claiming that it connected two separate walls near the El Paso-Sunland Park area. Is CBP able to

verify that these two walls were, in fact, connected by the private wall?





Public Affairs Specialist


Office of Public Affairs


U.S. Customs and Border Protection


9400 Viscount Blvd. 


El Paso, TX 79925
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There is a road south of the wall, is that the road that CBP would use to patrol/or gain access to the

area?


Will CBP coordinate the connection points to the existing wall?


How will CBP use/deal with the fact that the wall is there?


Brian Kolfage from “We Build The Wall” says that DHS gave its blessing because the group didn’t

want to build on a site where DHS was already going to build a wall. Can you confirm that account?


Was the wall needed in that area?


Does CBP anticipate that it will help stop drug and human smuggling?


I realize it is on private property but since it is on the border does it require any special authorization

from CBP or DHS?


BUT the organization is claiming they will turn over responsibility of the barrier and its surveillance

over to Border Patrol, Will Border Patrol accept it ? If not will they, allow a private group to monitor the

area ?


Before the barrier was built, was this an area that Border Patrol has monitored in the past ?


Steve Bannon told CNN that Border Patrol told the group that the stretch of private wall is among the

most important points.


Does DHS have comment on the construction? And has DHS ever been in contact with the group

over the wall?


Leaders of We Build the Wall, the group funding the private construction project, have said that this

particular area of the El Paso border sector was selected based on input from Border Patrol officials.

Can you confirm whether this is accurate?


The group's leaders have also stated that control of sensors on the privately-constructed wall will be

handed off to U.S Border Patrol. Can you confirm this and any other details of an agreement

regarding USBP use and control of the privately-funded fencing?


There have been conflicting reports about the length of the new steel fencing in Sunland Park (some

say it extends a full mile, others say half a mile) and the time frame in which it's been constructed.

Can you tell me the exact length of the gap in the existing U.S. government border fencing near

Mount Cristo Rey?


Also, can you confirm whether construction of new fencing in this area was completed over the

weekend or if it's still ongoing?


We Build The Wall, a group that is building privately-funded wall on the U.S. southern border, is

claiming that it connected two separate walls near the El Paso-Sunland Park area. Is CBP able to

verify that these two walls were, in fact, connected by the private wall?
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midway through his term to take a pension payout. Clarke was one of ten


applicants for the position, and Governor Scott McCallum appointed him on


March 19, 2002. He was elected to a full term later in 2002, and was reelected in


2006, 2010, and 2014.
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Watch Commander


Santa Teresa Border Patrol Station


El Paso Sector


Ofc 


Cell: 
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From: 


Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 10:27 AM


To: 


Cc: STN STAFF


Subject: FW: Sheriff Clarke


Follow Up Flag: Follow up


Flag Status: Completed





See below. Sheriff was tied up last night and our WC made an effort to accommodate the ride along. Ultimately it


didn’t happen.


Give me a call if you have any questions.








DPAIC


U.S. Border Patrol


Santa Teresa Station


O 


Cell: 


From 


Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2019 8:57 PM


To 


Subject: Sheriff Clarke


Sir,


Bottom line, we did not give Sheriff Clarke a line tour.


I went down to th  area around 530PM and waited in the GOV for him to be done with some


interviews. There was a large gathering of people celebrating the wall so I primarily stayed by th 


waiting for him to be ready. I stayed there for about an 1.5 hours seeing all the traffic come in and out. I called again


and they said he was still doing interviews.


I finally called them back and told them I was going to head back to the station.


It’s almost 9 and I haven’t received a call from his handlers.





Watch Commander
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Santa Teresa Border Patrol Station


El Paso Sector


Ofc 


Cell: 
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From: 


Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 4:27 PM


To: 


Subject: RE: TASK REQUEST: Comms Cataloguing


Sir,


As requested, below is a quick synopsis of the interaction I had with the “We Build the Wall” personnel. We have


narrowed down the date to the week of April 14-20.


On approximately April 14th at 1700 hours, four gentlemen showed up at the Santa Teresa Station. They stated they


were the “We Build the Wall” project organizers. They went on to elaborate the premise behind the “We Build the Wall”


project. One of the gentlemen, who was in a wheel chair, introduced himself as one of the primary organizers of the “We


Build the Wall” project, Brian Kolfage. The second gentlemen that introduced himself stated he was the former Secretary


Of State of Kansas, Kris Kobach (he presented a Kansas driver’s license). The names of the other two gentlemen are


unknown.


Mr. Kobach stated that they were traveling Eastbound on Highway 9 and apologized for their announced presence. He


added that they were in the area and took the opportunity to see if they could get a Santa Teresa Station tour. They


were informed that generally people don’t show up at the station unannounced and that there are certain requirements


that need to be met prior to any station/line tour. They were further advised that those tours need to be coordinated


with the El Paso Sector Public Affairs Office (PAO). DPAI  was contacted and advised of the


visit. DPAI  confirmed that tours require prior coordination and approval from the EPT Sector PAO office. Mr.


Kobach was provided with the PAO phone number for coordination. Mr. Kobach was very understanding and stated he


would call PAO to coordinate a station/line tour.


Sir,


On a separate occasion on May 29, 2019, the head of security for the “We Build the Wall” project called the Santa Teresa


Station to ask if a line tour could be arranged for former Sheriff of Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, David Alexander


Clarke. Arrangements were made with Sector PAO and the tour was approved for May 30th. Sheriff Clarke’s had


conflicting scheduled appointments on May 30th and the line tour did not occur.


Let me know if you need anything else sir.


W 


Ofc: 


Cel: 


From >


Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 12:56 PM


To: STN STAF 


Subject: FW: TASK REQUEST: Comms Cataloguing


Please see the tasking below, let’s make a plan and move forward. Thank you!
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B1 & B2 have asked us to develop a catalogue of all of our formal and informal communications with the any entity

connected to We Build the Wall (to include any comms with Fisher as it pertains to the We Build the Wall project) and the

Sunland Park project, divided out by communications before, during and after construction of the existing project and

identifying the type of communication (verbal, written) and the outcome/conclusion of each comm. This is based on the

request C1 just made of us.


I’ve CCe  here to help document all of this as we need to have something pulled together by COB

tomorrow. Chief Hastings, can you help us pull the relevant information from EPT?


Happy to answer any questions/concerns.




Deputy Executive Director, Strategic Planning & Analysis

U.S. Border Patrol

Desk 

Mobile 
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April 10, 2019 - Santa Teresa Border Patrol Station (A) Patrol Agent in Charg  contacts


American Eagle Brick Plant own .  notifies (A) PAI  of his intent


to allow a private group to erect a wall on his property and would like an opportunity to discuss further. (A)


PAI  reiterated DC  communication wit  from earlier in the day.


April 17, 2019  inquires via telephone as to the process required to gift/donate land to the U.S.


Government. (A) PAI  inform  that this process may be possible but would require him


to submit something formally in writing to be forwarded to the appropriate government real estate entity who


oversees this type of action.  inquired as to our ability to provide input for wall design. 


 was again informed that what he did on his private land was neither encouraged nor discouraged by the


U.S. Border Patrol and that our only concern would be continued access to the land in order to secure the U.S. /


Mexico Border. He was not provided design information.


April 17-19 (on or about) - Kris Kobach (We Build the Wall) telephoned (A) PAI  relaying


to him that American Eagle Brick Plant owne  had shared his contact information with


him. Mr. Kobach requested information regarding the design of wall within the Santa Teresa AOR. (A) PAIC


 informed Mr. Kobach that he would be unable to provide design specifications. Conversation was


very cordial and Mr. Kobach stated that he understood. Later that evening, a group of gentlemen (Kris Kobach


included) with the We Build the Wall Project arrived at the Santa Teresa Border Patrol Station requesting a


tour of the station. This request was denied; (A) PAI  telephoned Mr. Kobach and informed him that


such a request would need to be routed through El Paso Sector. Mr. Kobach remained cordial and stated that he


understood.


During Construction Communication:


On or About May 17, 2019 - Chief Patrol Agent Aaron Hull, Deputy Chief Patrol Agen  and other


sector staff stopped by Monument 1 to see the construction that had begun.  We were approached by several


individuals, including CE  or  We visited the site when Chief Brian Martin toured EPT on


Tuesday May 21, 2019.


Our initial visit at the site is not on the calendar, but I want to say we were there the Friday prior to Chief


Martins visit, which would have been on May 17, 2019.


Mr. Tommy Fisher contacted EPT on Monday June 17, 2019, asking if you were interested in meeting with him


to tour the wall and to talk about a future project i 


Very Respectfully,


May 19, 2019 - Santa Teresa Border Patrol Station Agents assigned t  advised th 


 Agents responded to the are 


 Conversation was cordial; Fisher Industries personnel were


apologetic and made efforts to assis 


May 20, 2019 - (A) PAIC Charg  visits the site and is approached by American Eagle Brick


Plant employe  (last name unknown) and Fisher Industries, CEO, Tommy Fisher. (A) PAI  was


informed that plans for the build include wall construction, with corresponding infrastructure (25-foot cement


driveway, lighting and smart sensor technology). Mr. Fisher was very optimistic that the entire project would


be completed in one week (Monday, May 27). During the brief conversation, Mr. Fisher discussed his
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company’s ability to build a better more cost effective design than what had previously been built by other


contractors. No further communication or requests occurred in this conversation.


Post Construction Communication:


June 18, 2019  met with Brick Plant owner/operat 


and is informed that he intends to sell the land that the wall is on to the “We Build the Wall” organization


within the next two weeks. He is concerned about the liability he would incur should someone attempt to climb


the wall and become injured on his property. He is also concerned about the eight million dollar improvement


made to his property and how this will affect future tax assessments. He further stated he is including verbiage


within the sale contract that would require “We Build the Wall” to re-sell the property, to the U.S. Government


for one (1) US Dollar. He was again informed b  that his intent to donate or sell the land to


anyone, including the U.S. Government, was not being encouraged.








Santa Teresa Border Patrol Station
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TASK:

Catalogue of all of our formal and informal communications with the any entity connected to We

Build the Wall (to include any comms with Fisher as it pertains to the We Build the Wall project)

and the Sunland Park project, divided out by communications before, during and after

construction of the existing project and identifying the type of communication (verbal, written)

and the outcome/conclusion of each comm.

EPT RESPONSE:

Below you will find a record of the interaction that occurred with related entities to the “We

Build the Wall” organization by El Paso Sector personnel.  There were no written interactions

with any organizations and all communication occurred telephonically or in person.  

Pre-Construction Communication:

April 10, 2019 - American Eagle Brick Plant own  contacts El Paso Sector

Division Chief of Operation  telephonically informing him of his intent to

build a wall along the border inside his privately owned property.  He is informed that he is

responsible for the decisions made to improvements within his property and that El Paso Sector

Border Patrol did not encourage or discourage his private actions  informs DCO


 of his intent to transfer ownership of the wall to the U.S. Govt.  DC 

informs him it’s a lengthy process to do so, but that El Paso Sector was not encouraging him to

do so and would not be involved in any of his private efforts.  

April 10, 2019 - Santa Teresa Border Patrol Station (A) Patrol Agent in Char 

  contacts American Eagle Brick Plant own  notifies


(A) PA  of his intent to allow a private group to erect a wall on his property and

would like an opportunity to discuss further.  (A) PAI  reiterated DC 

communication wi  from earlier in the day.  

April 17, 2019  inquires via telephone as to the process required to gift/donate land

to the U.S. Government.  (A) PAI  infor  that this process may be

possible but would require him to submit something formally in writing to be forwarded to the

appropriate government real estate entity who oversees this type of action  inquired

as to our ability to provide input for wall desig  was again informed that what he

did on his private land was neither encouraged nor discouraged by the U.S. Border Patrol and

that our only concern would be continued access to the land in order to secure the U.S. / Mexico

Border.  He was not provided design information.

April 17-19 (on or about) - Kris Kobach (We Build the Wall) telephoned (A) PAI 

 relaying to him that American Eagle Brick Plant own  had shared his


contact information with him.  Mr. Kobach requested information regarding the design of wall

within the Santa Teresa AOR.  (A) PAI  informed Mr. Kobach that he would be

unable to provide design specifications.  Conversation was very cordial and Mr. Kobach stated

that he understood.  Later that evening, a group of gentlemen (Kris Kobach included) with the

We Build the Wall Project arrived at the Santa Teresa Border Patrol Station requesting a tour of
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the station.  This request was denied; (A) PAI  telephoned Mr. Kobach and informed

him that such a request would need to be routed through El Paso Sector.  Mr. Kobach remained

cordial and stated that he understood. 

During Construction Communication:

May 19, 2019 - Santa Teresa Border Patrol Station Agents assigned  advised

th 

Agents responded to the ar   Conversation was

cordial; Fisher Industries personnel were apologetic and made efforts to assi 


 

May 20, 2019 - (A) PAIC Char  visits the site and is approached by

American Eagle Brick Plant employ  (last name unknown) and Fisher Industries, CEO,

Tommy Fisher.  (A) PAI  was informed that plans for the build include wall

construction, with corresponding infrastructure (25-foot cement driveway, lighting and smart

sensor technology).  Mr. Fisher was very optimistic that the entire project would be completed in

one week (Monday, May 27).  During the brief conversation, Mr. Fisher discussed his

company’s ability to build a better more cost effective design than what had previously been

built by other contractors.  No further communication or requests occurred in this conversation. 

Post Construction Communication:

June 18, 2019  met with Brick Plant owner/operator

 and is informed that he intends to sell the land that the wall is on to the “We


Build the Wall” organization within the next two weeks. He is concerned about the liability he

would incur should someone attempt to climb the wall and become injured on his property. He is

also concerned about the eight million dollar improvement made to his property and how this

will affect future tax assessments. He further stated he is including verbiage within the sale

contract that would require “We Build the Wall” to re-sell the property, to the U.S. Government

for one (1) US Dollar.  He was again informed b  that his intent to donate or sell

the land to anyone, including the U.S. Government, was not being encouraged.
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From: 


Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 8:37 AM


To: 


Subject: FW: Phone Call for the Chief


From 


Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2019 9:43 AM


To: HULL, AARON 


Cc 





Subject: RE: Phone Call for the Chief


Good Morning Chief,


In response to the below inquiry, I provide the following:


 


 This area saw a significant decrease in FMAU traffic once the wall was complete, specifically because it is no longer


easy for FMAUs to approach agents and therefore they have moved to more conducive areas to do that i.

 and other areas in the EP  AOR.


 Anecdotally speaking, we have seen non FMAU traffic head t




o It has allowed our agents to respond to traffic that is actively seeking to elude apprehension in this Zone as


opposed to apprehending FMAU after FMAU throughout the shift.


o It is important to note that this was the number one avenue of entry chosen by Brazilians previously


because they could enter with their children and numerous rolling suitcases with little effort. That is no


longer the case.


 IBWC had concerns about the Gate that “We Build the Wall” built over their levee access roa 





. The situation with that gate


remains day to day, and I have a meeting today wit  (the owner of the wall and the American Eagle


Brick Plant) as he likes to keep us (STN BP) up to date on developments.


Should any information of relevance to this discussion come from today’s meeting, I will make that available as


well. Please advise if further questions or concerns arise. Thank you and hope all is well!








Santa Teresa Border Patrol Station
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Thanks,








Senior Attorney ‖ Ethics, Labor, and Employment (ELE)


Office of Chief Counsel ‖ U.S. Customs and Border Protection


Office

Mobil 


ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED/ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT


This communication might contain communications between attorney and client, communications that are part of the


agency deliberative process, or attorney-work product, all of which are privileged and not subject to disclosure outside


the agency or to the public. Please consult with the Office of Chief Counsel, US Customs & Border Protection, before


disclosing any information contained in this email.
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